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In response to the final Office Action mailed February 21, 2007, Applicant 
respectfully requests review of the Examiner's rejection of claims 1-90. 

Rejections To Be Reviewed 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112 

Claims 1-90 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph as being 
indefinite. 

Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

Applicant's invention as claimed in claims 1-90 uses access units to deliver 
updates for a multimedia description from an encoder to a decoder. The multimedia 
description is divided into fragments and an access unit corresponds to one of the 
fragments. The access unit comprises a fragment update, which in turn comprises a 
fragment update command. The encoder generates the access units from a multimedia 
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description at the encoder. The access units are subsequently transmitted to the decoder, 
which executes the fragment update commands to reconstruct the multimedia description. 
[Specification: paragraphs 27-29 on pages 8-9; paragraphs 36-39 on pages 11-12 and 
Figures 2-4]. 

Summary of Prosecution History 

The Examiner first rejected claims 1-90 under § 1 12 in an non- final Office Action 
mailed September 18, 2006, asserting that the terms "access unit" and "fragment update 
command" were undefined. In a response mailed December 18, 2006, Applicant 
amended the independent claims to add definitions for the terms in accordance with 
Applicant's specification. As stated in the December 18 response, Applicant made the 
amendments even though the Examiner should have interpreted the claims in light of the 
definitions for the terms set forth in the specification. Applicant also cited paragraphs 28, 
37 and 38 of the specification as support for the definitions. The Examiner again rejected 
claims 1-90 in a final Office Action mailed February 21, 2007, asserting that "any special 
meaning assigned to a term must be sufficiently clear in the specification that any 
departure from common usage would be so understood by a person of experience in the 
field of the invention." The Examiner then rejected claims 1-90 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 
using a definition of the term "access unit" that is different from the definition set forth in 
the claims. 

Argument 

In paragraphs 28-29 of Applicant's specification, Applicant describes an access 
unit as a unit for transmitting a part (or fragment) of a description from an encoder to a 
decoder through a communication channel. In paragraphs 36-38, Applicant describes 
embodiments of the structure of an access unit, and illustrates an exemplary data structure 
in Figures 3 and 4. In paragraph 38, Applicant states that an update command in an 
access unit specifies the type of update to execute at a node in a description to add, delete 
or replace a fragment in the description. Applicant respectfully submits that one of 
ordinary skill in the data processing arts would understand the meanings of the terms 
"access unit" and "fragment update command" from Applicant's specification and 
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drawings. Thus, the terms cannot be properly interpreted as indefinite under § 1 12, 
second paragraph. 

Furthermore, pending claims 1-90 define the term "access unit" as a network 
transmission data structure, and the term "fragment update command" as specifying a 
type of command for execution by a decoder to update the multimedia description. 
Applicant respectfully submits that one of ordinary skill would readily understand the 
meaning of the terms based on the definitions set forth in the claims, and that the 
definitions are consistent with the specification and drawings. Thus, claims 1-90 cannot 
be properly rejected under § 1 12, second paragraph as being indefinite. 

Conclusion 

Because there are clear errors in the Examiner's rejection, Applicant respectfully 
requests the Pre- Appeal Conference direct the Examiner to withdraw the rejection of 
claims 1-90 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph. In addition, because of the 
erroneous § 1 12 rejection, the Examiner rejected claims 1-90 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 using 
an incorrect interpretation of the claims. Therefore, Applicant further respectfully 
requests the Pre- Appeal Conference direct the Examiner to reconsider the § 103 rejection 
in accordance with the definition of the term "access unit" set forth in the claims. 
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Deposit Account Authorization 

Authorization is hereby given to charge our Deposit Account No. 02-2666 for any 
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